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Information Technology Committee 
 
CS/CS/SB 144, 2nd ENG. – Computer Crimes 
By Judiciary; Criminal Justice; Geller & others 
Linked Bills:  None 
Related Bills: CS/HB 203, 1st ENG. and CS/CS/SB 180 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Criminal Justice; Judiciary; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; Appropriations  
 
This bill makes the transmission of child pornography, s. 847.0137, F.S., and the 
transmission to a minor of any image, information, or data that is harmful to minors, s. 
847.0138, F.S., by means of electronic communications, such as the Internet, a third 
degree felony.  The bill provides civil immunity for persons reporting to law enforcement 
child pornography, the transmission of child pornography, or the transmission of images 
harmful to minors to law enforcement.  The bill authorizes statewide grand jury 
indictments for such offenses.   
 
The bill also amends s. 815.03, F.S., and s. 815.06, F.S., to increase criminal penalties 
for hacking and the malicious spreading of computer viruses.  The statewide grand jury 
and the Office of the Statewide Prosecutor are granted jurisdiction to enforce these 
provisions. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
SB 1142, 2nd ENG. – Emergency Telephone System 
By Constantine 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  HB 1379 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Governmental Oversight and Productivity; 
Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on 
General Government; Appropriations. 
 
This bill amends ss. 365.171, 365.172, and 365.174, F.S., to transfer administrative 
authority over the Florida Emergency Telephone Act and the Wireless Emergency 
Communications Act from the Department of Management Services to the State 
Technology Office.  The bill authorizes the expenditure of fees collected for the 911 
system to fund a 2-year pilot project to improve the overall efficiency and reduce the 
emergency response time of the existing 911 system.  The bill transfers the Wireless 
Emergency Telephone System Fund from the Department of Management Services to 
the State Technology Office.  
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming a 
law. 
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SB 1738, 1st ENG. – One-Stop Permitting System/Internet 
By Bronson 
Linked Bills:  None 
Related Bills: CS/HB 1763; HB 1945; HB 1957; CS/SB 876, 1st ENG.; SB 958, 
2nd ENG; and CS/SB 1560, 1st ENG.   
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Governmental Oversight and Productivity; 
Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on 
General Government; Appropriations 
 
The bill creates a pilot project by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the 
State Technology Office (STO), and the Department of State to publish DEP’s 
administrative notices on the Internet.   
 
The bill creates an on-line, Internet-based procurement system to enable the state to 
promote open competition and to leverage its buying power.  To provide the state with 
efficient, cost-effective, and advanced information technology, the bill also authorizes the 
STO to form Strategic Information Technology Alliances with prequalified contractors or 
partners. 
 
The bill provides the state with two additional competitive procurement options:  
invitations to negotiate and requests for quote.  Where a request for proposal or 
invitation to bid will not result in the best value to the state – based on factors such as 
price, quality, design, and workmanship – the state may procure commodities and 
contractual services by an invitation to negotiate.  An agency may also procure 
commodities and services by a request for a quote from vendors who are already under 
contract with the Department of Management Services (DMS).  The bill provides 
additional duties for DMS in the competitive bidding process.  The bill specifies a 72-
hour protest period against the terms, conditions, or specifications of a request for 
proposal or quote or an invitation to bid or negotiate. 
  
The bill transfers the Internet-based One-Stop Permitting system and the Quick 
Permitting County Designation Program from DMS to the STO. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming a 
law. 
 
HB 1811, 2nd ENG. – Information Technology 
By Information Technology; Hart & others 
Linked Bills:  None 
Related Bills: CS/SB 874, 1st ENG. 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Information Technology; Fiscal Policy & 
Resources; Ready Infrastructure Council  
 
This bill vests the State Technology Office (STO) with the mandate, authority, and 
resources that are required for the successful integration of information technology (IT), 
and IT staff and resources, across state government.  The bill provides for:  revision of 
the STO’s current organizational structure; the reclassification of certain STO employees 
from the Career Service class to the Select Exempt class; the appointment of Agency 
Chief Information Officers; the elimination of redundancies in the state’s IT; the STO’s 
review and approval of the development of IT resource strategic plans; the adoption of 
best practices to be followed by agencies in acquiring, using, or disposing of IT; the 
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transfer to the STO of IT positions from agencies with Service Level Agreements with 
the STO; the establishment of State Strategic Information Technology Alliances for the 
competitive acquisition and use of IT across the executive branch of state government; 
and the establishment of a Chief Privacy Officer to monitor and evaluate policies 
affecting citizen’s privacy interests. 
  
The bill promotes, among other aspects: the adoption of an enterprise-wide approach to 
the development, deployment, and utilization of IT across state government; the 
consolidated management of IT in state government; enterprise-wide procurement and 
cost recovery; and an increase in the efficiency and responsiveness of state 
government. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
HB 1845, 2nd ENG. – Criminal Use of Personal Identification Information 
By Information Technology; Hart & others 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  CS/SB 524; HB 643; and SB 696, 1st ENG.  
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Information Technology; Crime Prevention, 
Corrections & Safety; Ready Infrastructure Council 
 
This bill amends s. 817.568, F.S., to increase the penalties for the improper use of 
personal identification information, commonly known as “identity theft.”  The bill amends 
s. 817.568 (2), F.S., to add a felony of the second degree for fraudulent use of personal 
identification information when the pecuniary benefit, value of services received, 
payment sought to be avoided, or amount of injury or fraud perpetrated is $75,000 or 
more.  The bill reclassifies to the next higher degree any offense under s. 817.568, F.S., 
that is facilitated or furthered by use of a public record.  The bill expands the venue for 
prosecution and trial of any offense under s. 817.568, F.S. (venue would be proper 
where any element of the offense was committed, including the victim’s residence).  The 
bill also extends the time limitation for commencing prosecution of an offense under s. 
817.568, F.S., and amends s. 921.0022 (3), F.S., to rank felony offenses under s. 
817.568(2), F.S. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
CS/CS/SB 1880, 1st ENG. – Corporations 
By Judiciary; Commerce and Economic Opportunities; Klein 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  HB 575 1st ENG.; SB 1620; and HB 1621 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Commerce and Economic Opportunities; 
Judiciary 
 
This bill amends s. 607.01401, F.S., to redefine “electronic transmission” for purposes of 
proxy voting.  It also amends s. 607.0722, F.S., to specify those who may vote on behalf 
of a shareholder, to authorize appointment of proxy by electronic transmission, to 
remove provisions limiting the period that a proxy is irrevocable, to authorize the use of a 
reliable reproduction of a writing or electronic transmission, and to authorize a 
corporation to adopt by-laws providing procedures for shareholders to use in exercising 
the right to designate proxies.  The bill also creates s. 15.16 (8), F.S., to authorize the 
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Department of State to contract with government agencies or private persons to promote 
or provide electronic filing services and to discount the filing fee in an amount equal to 
the convenience charge for electronic filings. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
CS/SB 2220, 2nd ENG. – Governmental Data Processing 
By Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; Posey 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: CS/HB 789, 1st ENG. 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military 
Affairs; Governmental Oversight and Productivity; Finance and Taxation 
 
This bill creates s. 119.084, F.S., to authorize any state or local agency to acquire, hold, 
sell, and license a copyright of data processing software created by the agency.  The bill 
authorizes the agency to set the sale prices and licensing fees.  The bill also provides 
requirements of electronic record-keeping systems and access to records kept in such 
systems and provides for fees to be charged for copying records kept in electronic 
record-keeping systems.  The bill prohibits contracts for public record databases that 
impair public access to records.  Finally, the bill provides for future review and repeal. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming a 
law. 
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Natural Resources & Environmental Protection Committee 
 
CS/HB 9, 3rd ENG. – Pollution Control 
By Natural Resources & Environmental Protection; Ball 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: CS/SB 834, HB 1793, CS/SB 2142 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources & Environmental 
Protection; Local Government & Veterans Affairs; Ready Infrastructure Council  
 
This bill provides specific rulemaking authority for existing memorandum of agreements 
between the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Florida Ports 
Council.  Additional provisions of the act relate to solid waste issues.  These changes 
direct that applicants for permits to construct or modify solid waste management facilities 
shall publish notice of the filing for a permit in a newspaper of general circulation and 
provide for an electronic recycling demonstration project.  The bill also directs the DEP 
to undertake a review of waste reduction, recycling goals, and other related issues set 
out in part IV, Ch. 403, F.S.; and to provide a report with proposed legislation by October 
31, 2001. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
SB 536 – Demineralization Concentrate 
By Bronson 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills:  HB 1831 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources 
 
This bill substantially revises s. 403.0882, F.S., relating to the permitting of 
demineralization concentrate discharges.  It directs the Department of Environmental 
Protection to initiate rulemaking by October 1, 2001, to address facilities that discharge 
demineralization, and to establish a technical advisory committee to assist with the rule 
development.  The bill addresses the evaluation of toxicity tests in relation to permitting 
these facilities, and states that the failure of these tests due to the presence of specific, 
naturally occurring source water constituents (e.g., calcium, potassium, sodium, 
magnesium, chloride, bromide) cannot be used as the basis to deny a permit.  It also 
provides a narrowly defined exemption from the mixing zone prohibition in Outstanding 
Florida Waters for those demineralization discharges that contain specific, naturally 
occurring source water constituents and can be sufficiently diluted.  These discharges 
must be clearly in the public interest. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
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CS/SB 1030, 1st ENG. – Water Resources 
By Natural Resources; Bronson 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: HB 1949 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Natural Resources 
 
This bill amends provisions of Ch. 403, Florida Statutes, to conform the Florida Safe 
Drinking Water Act to the federal Safe Drinking Water Act, and redefines the terms 
“public water system” and “noncommunity water system” to provide for “nontransient 
noncommunity water systems” and “transient noncommunity water systems.”  The 
Department of Environmental Protection is authorized to issue permits for public water 
systems based upon:  preliminary design reports, plans, or specification reviews; the 
size of the system; and the system treatment method.  Raw water data can be included 
in reports used to determine the adequacy of water supply systems, and licensing 
requirements are established for water distribution system operators.  Outdated 
provisions related to the Florida Water Pollution Control and Sewage Treatment Plant 
Grant Act are repealed.    
 
Ch. 373, Florida Statutes, is amended to create education requirements for persons 
applying to become licensed water well contractors, or persons who want to renew an 
existing water well contractor’s license.   
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
CS/CS/SB 1204, 1st ENG. – Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
By Finance and Taxation; Agriculture and Consumer Services; Bronson 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: HB 1913, HB 1715 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Natural Resources; Agriculture and Consumer 
Services; Finance and Taxation; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; 
Appropriations 
 
This bill amends Chs. 370 and 372, Florida Statutes, to revise provisions relating to: 
qualifications for disability license exemptions; depredation permits authorizing marine 
aquaculture producers to take nuisance stone crabs and blue crabs; and legislative 
appointments to the Atlantic States and Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commissions.  The 
responsibility for issuing artificial-reef permits is transferred back to the Department of 
Environmental Protection.  The Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission is designated 
as the regulatory authority for posting and maintaining manatee speed zone markers.  
The state subsidy to private landowners that lease their lands to the state for public 
hunting and fishing purposes is repealed to conform to provisions of the 2001 General 
Appropriations Act. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
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HB 1221, 2nd ENG. – Water Resources 
By Cantens & others 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills:  CS/CS/SB 2120, HB 1019, HB 1249, HB 1577, HB 1635, HB 1971, 
2nd ENG., CS/SB 972, 1st ENG., CS/SB 1296, CS/SB 1368, CS/SB 1512 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources & Environmental 
Protection; General Government Appropriations; Ready Infrastructure Council 
 
This bill includes a broad range of water resources provisions, most of which relate to 
the water management districts (WMDs).  It enhances the WMDs’ revenue raising 
capacity by authorizing them to solicit grants, donations, or services; to lease 
communication structures they own or acquire; and to obtain and enforce patents, 
copyrights, and trademarks on their work products.  The bill revises and reorganizes 
statutory requirements related to WMD fiscal matters, including budgeting, auditing, 
capital improvements planning, and financial reporting.  In addition, the bill makes 
technical changes to statutes providing for adoption benefits to WMD employees, 
changes WMD procedures for acquiring and managing lands, and changes the 
composition of the Manasota Basin Board.  Finally, the bill provides that private utilities 
may recover through their rates the full cost of developing alternative water supply 
facilities. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
 
CS/CS/SB 1376, 1st ENG. – Phosphogypsum Stack Management 
By Finance and Taxation; Natural Resources; Laurent 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills: CS/HB 1263 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources; Finance and Taxation; 
Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations 
 
The primary purposes of this bill concern the abatement of imminent hazards for 
phosphogypsum stack systems and the closure of abandoned stack systems.  
Provisions include:  provide the necessary funding for the Department of Environmental 
Protection to undertake management of these stacks in certain circumstances; create an 
annual assessment for each existing stack; provide for the refund of these assessments 
after 2009; direct that a report be submitted in 2009 to the Governor and the Legislature; 
grant necessary rulemaking authority; and provide for an appropriation from the 
Nonmandatory Land Reclamation Trust Fund.  An additional provision of the bill will 
make uniform an existing exemption for development of regional impacts for heavy 
mineral mining operations. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
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SB 1394 – Harris Chain of Lakes Restoration 
By Cowin 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills:  HB 1669, 1st ENG. 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations 
 
This bill creates the Harris Chain of Lakes Restoration Council (Council) within the St. 
Johns River Water Management District (District).  The Council is appointed by the Lake 
County legislative delegation and serves as advisor to the governing board of the 
District.  Responsibilities of the Council include reviewing audits and data related to lake 
restoration and sport fish recovery that apply to the Harris Chain of Lakes, evaluating the 
need for additional studies, exploring funding sources for restoration activities, and 
annually reporting to the legislature.  The bill also creates an advisory group to the 
Council consisting of one representative each from the District, the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), the Department of Transportation, the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWCC), the Lake County Water Authority, the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers, and the University of Florida.  It also authorizes development 
of a restoration program for the Harris Chain of Lakes.  The FWCC, with assistance from 
the District and in consultation and by agreement with DEP and pertinent local 
governments, is directed to initiate the restoration program.  
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
 
CS/SB 1468, 1st ENG. – Land Acquisition and Management 
By Governmental Oversight & Productivity; Latvala 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  HB 1969 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources; Governmental Oversight 
and Productivity 
 
The bill codifies new goals and performance measures for the Florida Forever Program 
as recommended by the Florida Forever Advisory Council, and repeals the goals and 
measures contained in s. 259.105, F.S.  A definition for conservation lands is created, 
and revisions are made regarding the disposition of state-owned lands that are declared 
to be surplus.  Ad hoc legislative appointments to the Florida Forever Advisory Council 
are repealed. 
 
The Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas at the Department of Environmental 
Protection is provided with rule-making authority to govern the management and use of 
state-owned or other uplands assigned to the office for management purposes.  
Municipalities with populations of 200,000 or more are authorized to establish a 
mechanism to fund greenspace areas, such as conservation lands, open space, and 
outdoor recreation lands.  Local governments within the Florida Keys and Key West 
Areas of Critical State Concern are authorized to use previously approved set-aside 
funds in the Florida Communities Trust Program for the acquisition of greenspace areas.  
The Florida Communities Trust must approve proposed projects, and local governments 
with populations of 10,000 or more must provide matching funds. 
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The bill establishes the Legislature’s intent that any funds from the Preservation 2000 
Trust Fund that are redirected to the restoration of the Everglades in fiscal year 2001-
2002 must be restored in fiscal year 2002-2003.   
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
CS/SB 1524 – Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
By Natural Resources; Constantine 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills: HB 1603 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources 
 
The bill provides for expedited permitting of project components that are included in the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).  It also establishes an 
administrative procedure that allows for interim construction, operation, or maintenance 
of the CERP project components and Lake Okeechobee Protection Program projects 
while a permit is under administrative challenge.  In addition, the bill clarifies permit 
requirements for Lake Okeechobee protection permits and related exemptions.  The bill 
also requires the South Florida Water Management District to report on the estimated 
costs of the CERP project components once the Department of Environmental 
Protection approves them.  The bill also changes from November 30 to January 31, the 
date on which the annual CERP progress report must be submitted.  Finally, the bill 
adjusts the existing boundaries of the Miami-Dade County Lake Belt Area, statutorily 
accepts and adopts the Phase II Lake Belt Plan, and abolishes the Lake Belt Plan 
implementation committee. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
 
HB 1635, 1st ENG. – Environmental Control 
By Goodlette 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills: CS/CS/SB 1664, HB 1221, 2nd ENG., HB 1971, 2nd ENG. 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources & Environmental 
Protection; Fiscal Policy & Resources; Ready Infrastructure Council 
 
The primary purpose of this bill is to streamline and consolidate the administrative fine 
authority provisions of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  Specific 
provisions address DEP’s authority concerning energy resources, phosphate land 
reclamation, drinking water, dredge-and-fill, mangrove trimming, solid waste, air 
emissions, and storage tank systems.  The bill allows those charged with a violation to 
utilize administrative law procedures in lieu of the circuit courts.  Additional provisions 
establish a series of specific penalty schedules for violations and provide direction for 
their interpretation and application.  The bill also contains a provision that balances the 
appointments to the Manasota Basin Board.    
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
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CS/SB 1662, 1st ENG. – Lake Okeechobee Protection Program 
By Natural Resources; Laurent 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills:  HB 1491, 1st ENG. 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Natural Resources; Regulated Industries; 
Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations 
 
The bill amends s. 373.4595, F.S., to authorize private and government-owned utilities 
within Monroe, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River, 
Okeechobee, Highlands, Hendry, and Glades counties that dispose of wastewater 
residual sludge from utility operations and septic removal by land spreading in the Lake 
Okeechobee watershed to use a line item on local sewer rates to cover wastewater 
residual treatment and disposal at approved alternative treatment facilities.  This line 
item, known as an environmental protection disposal fee, is to be established by the 
county commission or a designated assignee, and is not to be considered as part of a 
current sewer rate.  The fee may not be considered a rate increase under the rules of 
the Public Service Commission (PSC).  The PSC, or the county commission, must 
perform an audit on each facility receiving compensation from the environmental 
protection disposal fee at least once every 3 years. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
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Transportation Committee 
 
HB 489, 3rd ENG. – Florida High-Speed Rail Authority 
By Johnson, Russell & others 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: CS/CS/SB 1178, HB 507, SB 1134, CS/CS/SB 2008, 2nd ENG.   
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Transportation; Fiscal Policy & Resources; 
Transportation & Economic Development Appropriations; Ready Infrastructure Council 
 
This bill creates the Florida High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority), a 10-member board 
directed to plan, administer, and manage the preliminary engineering and preliminary 
environmental assessment for an “intrastate high-speed rail system.”  The first segment 
will link St. Petersburg, Tampa, and Orlando.  The Governor, the Senate President, and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives each will select three members, while the 
Secretary of the Department of Transportation (DOT) serves as a nonvoting, ex-officio 
member.  The authority is appropriated $4.5 million in state transportation funds to 
perform its duties, which include submitting a report on its actions, findings, and 
recommendations to the Governor, the Senate President, and the House Speaker by 
January 1, 2002.  Some of the issues addressed in the report relate to the routes of the 
rail system, the format and type of information to be included in a financial or business 
plan for the system, the locations of the train stations, and the locomotion technology.  
The authority also is empowered to seek federal matching funds, or any other funds, 
necessary to fulfill the requirements of this act.  The Authority is assigned to DOT for 
administrative purposes.  
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming a 
law. 
 
CS/CS/HB 1053, 3rd ENG. – Transportation 
By Ready Infrastructure Council; Transportation; Russell & others 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  CS/CS/SB 2056; CS/HB 93, 1st ENG., CS/HB 257, HB 363, HB 417, 
HB 473, HB 557, HB 701, 1st ENG., CS/CS/HB 807, 2nd ENG., HB 1091, 1st ENG., 
HB 1407, HB 1433, HB 1687, HB 1905, SB 712, CS/SB 1268, 1st ENG., SB 1304, 
CS/SB 1566, SB 1732, SB 1746, and SB 2204 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Transportation; Transportation & Economic 
Development Appropriations; Ready Infrastructure Council  
 
This bill is an omnibus bill that includes the legislative packages of the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
(DHSMV), along with many other issues.  Key provisions include: 
 

• Streamlining airport registration and eliminating airport license fees;  
• Transforming the state’s Turnpike District into a more business-oriented 

“Turnpike Enterprise”;  
• Ensuring that DOT will continue to receive competitive rates for right-of-way 

bonds by raising its debt service cap for those bonds; 
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• Requiring counties and municipalities, except in specific circumstances, to 
pay just compensation to billboard owners, where the local government wants 
to remove the signs; 

• Regulating the use of motorized scooters; 
• Deleting development of regional impact (DRI) review of petroleum storage 

facilities.  Airport and aviation-related projects are exempt from DRI review if 
a local government incorporates into its comprehensive plan an airport 
master plan that is consistent with the comprehensive plan and meets other 
criteria; 

• Refocusing the Transportation Outreach Program on projects that promote 
economic development and provide intermodal choices for travelers and 
shippers; 

• Allowing the Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority to sell 
construction bonds in its own name, and making numerous other changes to 
expressway authority statutes; 

• Creating the “Florida Airport Authority Act,” which requires Miami-Dade 
County to schedule a referendum for its voters to decide if they want to create 
an airport authority; 

• Clarifying the process and requirements of arrangements between private 
entities and the DOT for the development of private toll roads and other 
transportation facilities; 

• Allowing excess toll revenues generated by county-owned toll roads, once 
the debt service is paid, to be spent on transportation and non-transportation-
related infrastructure improvements; 

• Creating the Florida Golf License Plate; 
• Increasing the number of times a person in violation of traffic laws may elect 

to attend a driver improvement course in lieu of having points assessed 
against a driver’s license; 

• Requiring drivers under 21 who commit two noncriminal, moving violations 
before their 21st birthday, or drivers of any age who commit two noncriminal, 
moving violations within one year, to complete a driver improvement course; 

• Authorizing DHSMV to approve and regulate driver improvement and 
substance abuse education courses that use technology as a delivery 
method; 

• Authorizing DHSMV to affix a decal to a rebuilt vehicle identifying it as rebuilt 
from parts, and providing that removal of the decal is a third-degree felony; 

• Conforming voluntary check-off donation and specialty license plate laws to 
Florida’s Single Audit Act, and requiring organizations receiving donation and 
plate sale proceeds to report to DHSMV if they cease to exist; 

• Creating the Automobile Dealers Industry Advisory Board; 
• Deleting or correcting statutes related to federal preemption of DOT activities; 

and 
• Naming 20 roads and bridges. 

 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
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SB 1412, 1st ENG. – Child Safety Booster Seat Act 
By Posey 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  CS/HB 239 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Transportation 
 
This bill revises the requirements for child restraint devices in motor vehicles.  All 
children 8 years of age or less who are less than 4 feet 9 inches in height must be 
secured in a crash-tested, federally approved child restraint device that is appropriate for 
the height and weight of the child.  For children 3 years of age or younger, the restraint 
device must be a separate carrier or a vehicle manufacturer’s integrated child seat.  For 
children aged 4 through 8 years who are less than 4 feet 9 inches in height, a separate 
carrier, an integrated child seat, or a child booster seat must be used. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001, 
except as otherwise provided. 
 
CS/SB 1956, 2nd ENG. – Motor Vehicles 
By Commerce and Economic Opportunities; Latvala & others 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: HB 1647, CS/CS/HB 807, 2nd ENG., CS/CS/CS/SB 1068 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Transportation; Commerce and Economic 
Opportunities; Judiciary 
 
This bill contains a number of provisions related to the Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles duplicative of those passed in CS/CS/HB 1053, 3rd ENG.  The bill 
also contains provisions regulating the practices of Florida licensed motor vehicle 
manufacturers, distributors, importers, and dealers.  Major provisions include: 
 

• Creating additional grounds justifying the denial, suspension, or revocation of a 
manufacturer’s, importer’s, or distributor’s license to operate in Florida; 

• Amending laws governing the discontinuation and cancellation of motor vehicle 
dealer franchise agreements; 

• Amending laws governing the transfer, assignment, or sale of motor vehicle 
dealer franchise agreements; 

• Amending laws restricting the ownership of motor vehicle dealerships by 
manufacturers, distributors, or importers; 

• Amending the Pilot Recreational Vehicle Mediation and Arbitration Program to 
provide for technical corrections to an arbitrator’s decision, to allow a consumer 
to appeal an arbitrator’s decision to a circuit court, and to extend the program 
until September 30, 2002; and 

• Subjecting certain practices of motor vehicle dealers to the Florida Deceptive and 
Unfair Trade Practices Act. 

 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law, except as otherwise provided. 
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Utilities & Telecommunications Committee 
  
CS/HB 41, 2nd ENG. – Water & Wastewater Systems 
By Local Government & Veterans Affairs; Argenziano 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: CS/HB 949, 2nd ENG, SB 344 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Utilities & Telecommunications; Local 
Government & Veteran Affairs; Ready Infrastructure Council 
 
This bill reenacts an existing statutory provision that expanded the Public Counsel’s 
duties to include legal representation of citizens in water and wastewater issues before 
county governments that generate private water and wastewater utilities.  This bill 
removes the requirement that certain provisions of the Florida Administrative Procedures 
Act must apply to water and wastewater proceedings conducted by counties that 
regulate privately owned utilities.  It provides that at the end of the recovery period for 
water and wastewater rate case expenses, the rate charged to customers shall 
immediately be reduced by the amount of the rate expense previously included in the 
rates. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
 
CS/SB 224, 1st ENG. – Electricity/Medically Essential 
By Regulated Industries; Dawson 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: CS/HB 687 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Regulated Industries; Governmental Oversight 
and Productivity 
 
This bill creates s. 366.15, F.S., regarding medically essential electric service.  It 
provides a definition for “medically essential.”  The bill requires public utilities to provide 
service to customers who require medically essential service.  Customer certification 
procedures are included in the bill as well as customer monitoring provisions.  It further 
provides service termination policies, and requires utility companies to establish various 
programs to assist customers requiring medically essential electric service. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
 
CS/SB 408, 1st ENG. – Interruption of Electric Utilities 
By Regulated Industries; Smith 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills:  CS/HB 371 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Regulated Industries; Judiciary 
 
This bill gives immunity to an electric utility for the good-faith compliance with a law 
enforcement or judicial order to interrupt electric service for the purpose of aiding law 
enforcement personnel in the performance of their duties.  The utility and its personnel 
must exercise reasonable care in their actions. 
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Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is upon becoming 
law. 
 
CS/HB 589, 1st ENG. – Local Government Utilities Assistance Act 
By Ready Infrastructure Council; Fasano; Fiorentino 
Linked Bills: None 
Tied Bills: CS/SB 1614 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Utilities & Telecommunications; General 
Government Appropriations; Ready Infrastructure Council 
 
This bill creates the Local Government Utilities Assistance Act.  It establishes the Local 
Government Utilities Assistance Program within the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to provide local governments with financial assistance in acquiring 
privately owned water-wastewater utilities that meet certain criteria.  The bill 
appropriates $500,000 in nonrecurring revenue from the General Revenue Fund to the 
DEP to facilitate the development of a uniform fiscal impact analysis model to assist 
local governments in evaluating the cost of infrastructure to support development. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
CS/SB 1012 – Energy Performance Savings 
By Governmental Oversight and Productivity; Garcia 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills:  CS/CS/HB 453 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Governmental Oversight and Productivity; 
Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on 
General Government; Appropriations 
 
This bill establishes the “Guaranteed Energy Performance Savings Contracting Act.” It 
provides legislative intent that investment in energy conservation measures can reduce 
the amount of energy consumed and produce immediate and long-term savings.  It 
amends s. 489.145, F.S.  It expands the types of energy conservation measures that 
agencies may purchase through guaranteed energy performance savings contracting.  It 
redefines “energy cost savings” to mean a reduction in the cost of fuel, energy, and 
operation and maintenance that is created by the use of an energy conservation 
measure.  The bill permits agencies to utilize third party financing to pay for energy 
conservation projects.  It increases the time frame for agencies to pay for an energy 
conservation measure from 10 to 20 years.  The bill further expands the contract 
provisions to provide for cost allocation between the parties, for annual savings 
reconciliation, and for allocation of savings shortfalls and excess savings.  It requires 
agencies to submit guaranteed energy performance savings contracts to the state 
Comptroller for approval.  The Department of Management Services is to provide 
technical assistance and the state Comptroller is to provide model documentation within 
available resources. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is October 1, 2001. 
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CS/SB 1540 – Local Communications Services Tax Trust Fund 
By Finance and Taxation; Carlton 
Linked Bills: CS/CS/SB 1878, 2nd ENG; CS/SB 1836 
Tied Bills:  CS/HB 1893 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Finance and Taxation; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations 
 
This bill creates the Local Communications Services Tax Trust Fund for the distribution 
of tax proceeds to local governments.  This trust fund is administered within the 
Department of Revenue.  This bill provides for the sources of moneys and purposes of 
the fund and for annual carrying forward of fund balances.  It provides that the trust fund 
is exempt from constitutional termination. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is July 1, 2001. 
 
CS/SB 1836 – Public Records/Communications Tax 
By Finance and Taxation; Carlton 
Linked Bills:  CS/CS/SB 1878, 2nd ENG.; CS/SB 1540 
Tied Bills:  CS/HB 1891 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Finance and Taxation; Governmental 
Oversight and Productivity 
 
This bill amends s. 213.053, F.S., to provide a public records exemption for information 
in the possession of the Department of Revenue (Department) relating to the tax 
imposed pursuant to Ch. 202, F.S.  It requires that the exemption is subject to the Open 
Government Sunset Review Act of 1995, pursuant to s. 119.15, F.S.  It provides that all 
information contained in returns, reports, accounts, declarations received by the 
department, investigative reports and information, and letters of technical advice are 
confidential except for official purposes and are exempt.  It incorporates the current 
exceptions found in s. 213.053, F.S.  The bill authorizes information related to the tax 
imposed under Ch. 202, F.S., to be provided by the Department to local jurisdictions 
imposing that tax for specific purposes.  It also provides that it is a public necessity that 
any information or material contained in returns, reports, accounts, or declarations 
received by the Department pursuant to Ch. 202, F.S., be exempt from the public 
records law. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is October 1, 2001. 
 
CS/CS/SB 1878, 2nd ENG. – Taxation/Communications Services 
By Appropriations; Finance and Taxation; Horne & others 
Linked Bills: CS/SB 1836; CS/SB 1540 
Tied Bills:  CS/HB 1889, 1st ENG. 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference:  Finance and Taxation; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations. 
 
This bill amends various sections of Ch. 202, F.S., relating to taxes on communications 
services.  It establishes legislative intent.  It provides changes with regard to private 
communication services and mobile communication services and establishes how those 
services will be taxed.  It also amends s. 337.401, F.S., relating to local government 
cable franchises and the election of permit fees.  Counties and cities annually may elect 
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to collect permit fees.  It clarifies that cities and counties may award one or more cable 
franchises and that the cities and counties retain the authority to negotiate all the terms 
and conditions, except for payment methodologies and assessments.  The bill retains 
the cities and counties ability to require in-kind contributions as permitted by federal law.  
It ensures a person’s right to a refund or a credit under the new law.  It addresses local 
government concerns relating to placement of certain wireless facilities, such as towers 
in the rights-of-way, confirms that the bill does not limit or expand any existing zoning or 
land use authority of a municipality or county, and establishes that the providers must 
comply with reasonable rules regarding the use of the rights-of-way.  It clarifies the 
maximum rates for municipalities and charter counties and establishes a mechanism for 
local governments to reduce their rates when they otherwise would have received a 
windfall in revenues.  The bill provides a mechanism for the Department of Revenue to 
correct errors in the statewide database and publish changes on the Internet in a timely 
manner.  It provides for procedures for auditing and taxing communications facilities that 
pass through a local jurisdiction.  Finally, it sets the tax rate for the state and the variable 
rates for the local governments.  It repeals the repeal of Ch. 202, F.S., and repeals the 
changes to s. 337.401, F.S., that were to become effective on June 30, 2001. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is October 1, 2001, 
except as otherwise provided. 
 
CS/SB 2034 – Rural Electric Cooperatives 
By Commerce and Economic Opportunities; Latvala 
Linked Bills:  None 
Tied Bills:  CS/HB 699 
Committee(s)/Council(s) of Reference: Commerce and Economic Opportunities; 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
 
This bill allows members of a cooperative to vote by mail or limited proxy on any matter 
before the cooperative, if the bylaws permit voting by mail or proxy.  The matter under 
consideration must be specifically identified on the mail ballot or limited proxy for the 
vote or proxy to be counted.  It prohibits general proxies and provides that the limited 
proxy is only valid for 90 days from the first meeting it was granted.  It is revocable at 
any time and the cooperative’s bylaws are allowed to specify the number of members 
that can be voted by proxy.  The proxy requirements are very similar to the proxy 
requirements found in s. 607.0722, F.S. 
 
Subject to the Governor’s veto powers, the effective date of this bill is October 1, 2001. 
 


